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Bipartisan Bill Strengthens Social Security's
Representative Payee Program

In December, Ways and Means Social Security Subcommittee Chairman Sam
Johnson (R-TX) and Ranking Member John Larson (D-CT) introduced the
Strengthening Protections for Social Security Beneficiaries Act of 2017 (H.R.
4547), bipartisan legislation to improve and strengthen the Social Security
Administration's (SSA) representative payee program.



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KRuYWzaq6YhNoxm75kacn6dPtslNxbsIU9C0_Diuij8JuFdbPJWyHWdGpI4HCbGJLIOJ17laydFu2-SPDAOiTIb_-HJxrYRC9xgUk-S2liXhxNz50I0LfRZRQerPbc7pRTXbWMhUHimbpAVX8eVoqMt2QibvcfM23UrkO91sh3S4z6p6Lt661Hv5cuixbEu2&c=&ch=

The SSA's representative payee program helps approximately 8 million Social Security beneficiaries
manage their benefits, if they are unable to do so themselves because they are children or have a
condition that prevents them from handling their own benefits. In light of reports from nonpartisan
government watchdogs and stakeholders raising serious concerns about how the SSA administers the
program, the Committee held a two-part hearing series to examine the challenges facing the agency
and identify solutions to help ensure representative payees are serving the best interests of Scocial
Security beneficiaries.

Read more here

New Tax Law Highlights for Older Adults and the Disabled
Jeffrey Marshall, Esq.

The new tax law (the Tax Cut and Jobs Act or TCJA) is getting a lot of coverage by the news media. A
main thrust of the TCJA is to reduce corporate tax rates. For individuals tax brackets are reduced
modestly. The standard deduction is increased but the personal exemption is gone and itemized
deductions are limited.

The TCJA is a sweeping law which will take a while for tax experts to fully digest. And don't be
surprised if Congress makes changes through "technical corrections" legislation to deal with
unforeseen consequences. Most of the tax changes for individuals don't take effect until the 2018 tax
year and will apply to returns filed in April 2019 (but a notable exception is the medical expense
deduction which is changed retroactively as discussed below). Most of the individual tax changes are
scheduled to end on December 31, 2025.

Read more here

Community HealthChoices (Southwest) Started January 1st

Community HealthChoices (CHC), Pennsylvania's

— new Managed Long Term Services & Supports Program,

began in the 14 county Southwest region on January 1st.

PENNSYLVANIA The new program will affect over 80,000 older adults and
persons with disabilities who are: dual eligible (on

Health LEI.W Medicare and Medicaid), getting long term care services

at home through an Office of Long Term Living waiver, or

PROJECT in a nursing home paid for by Medicaid. Specifically, CHC

changes how these individuals get their Medicaid

coverage. Forthose getting long term care services, it
also changes that coverage.

Nearly half of the affected population chose a CHC plan for themselves by the initial enrollment
deadline of November 13th. The rest were auto-assigned to one of the three CHC plans available:
Amerihealth Caritas, PA Health & Wellness or UPMC Community Health Choices.

Confirmation/assignment letters have been sent to those moving to CHC. These consumers should
have received their CHC plan ID cards and Member Handbooks at the end of the month.

If people are having problems with their CHC plan, accessing providers, or getting their needs met
under this new program, they can contact OLTL's Participant Helpline at 1-800-757-5042.

In addition, consumers can contact:

* APPRISE (1-800-783-7067) - for help with questions or concerns about Medicare coverage or

about how Medicare works with CHC.

* PHLP's Helpline (1-800-274-3258) - for help with problems getting care under CHC or
understanding CHC coverage and consumers' rights when accessing care or services under

CHC.


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KRuYWzaq6YhNoxm75kacn6dPtslNxbsIU9C0_Diuij8JuFdbPJWyHRKZCJ7W3yj95g9cNkuvXvlNuyM2TSiJTn_X1hXniec5oKI-AJX7tvGVNDpGo0JAO9UuPSMhQ-jFCrj_6vfzUe4Gr_WxZA-W7_ZMQiSlOJF4nW7FmiGiTIdwUV0xa5v8Nsa4hMkDOPHNLk4QopTPahjAdq3gfJzHv8GOKi0hRMRW5JxwWoTzS_nx_-L46-k3sYd-MpJr3HKF&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KRuYWzaq6YhNoxm75kacn6dPtslNxbsIU9C0_Diuij8JuFdbPJWyHRKZCJ7W3yj965Lv2wioX3CnKT-X-_K8XqrupeoBBkq8oScau4Lw34PTyA4ZYjRw76ogko4_nhQJ8YhuiudnocrmJrn2dXHy4qxIzbAnaYjcq-RSzcXqDmR5WQcKCDIBjJFm2LHGvgaUtN9K9Kof_yJB5h0sgGSACm_k5VupWmd0o87cXaOMToBHMlwhN_A6d_YIctrx7rG5&c=&ch=
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Please join us on Friday January 12, 2018, for a presentation on
'Everything You Need to Know About Community Health Choices.

Time: 9:00 - 11:00 AM
Speaker: - Janice Meinert, MSW, Paralegal Pennsylvania Health Law Project
Location: ACHIEVA, 711 Bingham St., Pittsburgh, PA 15203

Attend in Person
Attend Via Live Webinar

For questions, please call 412-995-5000 x589 or email pyerina@achieva.info

~ S ACHIEVA Family Trust

Protecting Futures. Enhancing Lives.

2018 SPEAKER SERIES - REGISTRATION OPEN
Future Planning Series
Presented by ACHIEVA Family Trust and ACHIEVA Advocacy

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 9, 2018

Housing Options for Individuals with Disabilities Attend in Person
9-11AM. Attend Via Live
Speaker - Michelle Stockunas, Program Manager, Webinar

ACHIEVA - "A Home of My Own"

FRIDAY MARCH 9, 2018

Understanding Guardianship and Power of Attorney Attend in Person
What's Best For My Loved One? Attend Via
9-11AM. Live Webinar

Speaker - Nora Gieg Chatha, Esq.

FRIDAY APRIL 13, 2018

Update on Medicaid Services in Pennsylvania Attend in Person
9-11AM. Attend Via Live
Speakers - Janice Meinert, Paralegal, Pennsylvania Health Law Project Webinar

and Erin Ninehouser, Pennyslvania Health Access Network

All programs held at ACHIEVA Offices
711 Bingham Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15203
412-995-5000 x589

Free and accessible parking
Light breakfast provided

Sponsored by:


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KRuYWzaq6YhNoxm75kacn6dPtslNxbsIU9C0_Diuij8JuFdbPJWyHZl2gPtfDAz3LhrD6-jqb5HsyBAPquE9FcS8CT4LrtYE1pbe0rTbqxcA104bm3RUNWDzGLJdMusyIgCVyBxUYv0r-0l9iZwtH6JQ8EqL2FzfyBEtwTXjNvw=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KRuYWzaq6YhNoxm75kacn6dPtslNxbsIU9C0_Diuij8JuFdbPJWyHaNxljUcjy4CwmzOXJcR40hwhPhA0Nai1oupp9KSxzOftm92JdOeCbgZwcYJq33naqoxBmX5D30-V6zTR5VVoOr4sPXYf55M_FEHQ-OAEsHUjzv50zHVhCi-_BhWiWJWbKp37-WsVN9d5VWd6yq_imHy_NI7eXEhcW3R8MwOvw9irMXeIH8VcF3ScZfc6NDrhw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KRuYWzaq6YhNoxm75kacn6dPtslNxbsIU9C0_Diuij8JuFdbPJWyHZl2gPtfDAz3NPc7673GhC_00C8dKk6IMVUyHQ5ip1g_rYSMo2cJ6Kr4GPq1yRyP-rBst_LAkX_-MJoHAGgeR7Lthxh-nZSsPSXniT68-tNELfVdUez9OpY=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KRuYWzaq6YhNoxm75kacn6dPtslNxbsIU9C0_Diuij8JuFdbPJWyHaNxljUcjy4CwmzOXJcR40hwhPhA0Nai1oupp9KSxzOftm92JdOeCbgZwcYJq33naqoxBmX5D30-V6zTR5VVoOr4sPXYf55M_FEHQ-OAEsHUjzv50zHVhCi-_BhWiWJWbKp37-WsVN9d5VWd6yq_imHy_NI7eXEhcW3R8MwOvw9irMXeIH8VcF3ScZfc6NDrhw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KRuYWzaq6YhNoxm75kacn6dPtslNxbsIU9C0_Diuij8JuFdbPJWyHZl2gPtfDAz3SF8vUG_OXSLbqNmodgpZsfwMcYDStdSYNEX6o9q7lSmUSTXeaEDjaUq2wE_CkmbfXiw6vyJV5EzFoloYLHKGz3oMBloXXV9n1lfaDko8aeo=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KRuYWzaq6YhNoxm75kacn6dPtslNxbsIU9C0_Diuij8JuFdbPJWyHaNxljUcjy4CwmzOXJcR40hwhPhA0Nai1oupp9KSxzOftm92JdOeCbgZwcYJq33naqoxBmX5D30-V6zTR5VVoOr4sPXYf55M_FEHQ-OAEsHUjzv50zHVhCi-_BhWiWJWbKp37-WsVN9d5VWd6yq_imHy_NI7eXEhcW3R8MwOvw9irMXeIH8VcF3ScZfc6NDrhw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KRuYWzaq6YhNoxm75kacn6dPtslNxbsIU9C0_Diuij8JuFdbPJWyHZl2gPtfDAz31zz6SyGnIthHuT14zlj5W_fiWoGD1jdf3wcFRoC104dsjuz0ngHhuXrARl-zB0Xz07f8BQkdP--DC0NYYXklz7UZkZhXF8To88RjJVzR7jU=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KRuYWzaq6YhNoxm75kacn6dPtslNxbsIU9C0_Diuij8JuFdbPJWyHaNxljUcjy4CwmzOXJcR40hwhPhA0Nai1oupp9KSxzOftm92JdOeCbgZwcYJq33naqoxBmX5D30-V6zTR5VVoOr4sPXYf55M_FEHQ-OAEsHUjzv50zHVhCi-_BhWiWJWbKp37-WsVN9d5VWd6yq_imHy_NI7eXEhcW3R8MwOvw9irMXeIH8VcF3ScZfc6NDrhw==&c=&ch=

ACHIEVA
Family Trust

Protecting Futures. ~ United Way
Enhancing Lives. of Southwestern Pennsylvania

SPECIAL NEEDS FUTURE PLANNING RESOURCES
Special Needs Personal Planning Guide (DOWNLOAD)

The Future Planning Guide is a resource and profile of your family member
containing all of the information that makes them unique. The details of this
picture include your family member's health history as well as their
experiences with life and learning, family and friends and likes and
dislikes. The Future Planning Guide assists in developing a plan to help
ensure that your family member's needs are met day-to-day, on special
occasions and in times of emergency.

Future Planning Attorney List (Greater Pittsburgh Area) (DOWNLOAD)

See our list of attorneys located in Pittsburgh and the surrounding area
who have expressed an interest and are willing to assist families and
individuals with disabilities regarding their future planning needs.
These attorneys can assist families in determining the types of future
planning that will best meet their needs. In addition, these attorneys
are able to draft future planning documents that may include a Last
Will and Testament, Special Needs Trust, Power of Attorney and
Living Will. If you are interested in future planning, please feel free to
contact one or more of the attorneys listed in order to discuss your
needs.

ACHIEVA Family Trust for Special Needs Trusts (WEBSITE)

6 ACHIEVA protects her money from her
going out and blowing i, or anyone else getting
their hands on it. It helps her use that money
and feel normal to do the things she likes. With
the trust, Kara can do the same things that
other kids do. 77

ACHIEVA Family Trust has been providing services to help families and individuals with disabilities
plan for their future for more than 17 years. Individuals with disabilities and their families face
significant challenges in planning for their financial stability. ACHIEVA Family Trust provides
information to individuals and can serve as frustee for several kinds of trusts benefiting individuals
with disabilities.


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KRuYWzaq6YhNoxm75kacn6dPtslNxbsIU9C0_Diuij8JuFdbPJWyHWdGpI4HCbGJLIOJ17laydFu2-SPDAOiTIb_-HJxrYRC9xgUk-S2liXhxNz50I0LfRZRQerPbc7pRTXbWMhUHimbpAVX8eVoqMt2QibvcfM23UrkO91sh3S4z6p6Lt661Hv5cuixbEu2&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KRuYWzaq6YhNoxm75kacn6dPtslNxbsIU9C0_Diuij8JuFdbPJWyHaQrpsYz-s4OPE3LjS5FxSHH3B0MzLUHoUAXUQaChD0JLi8UBokwC2nBPBWUdE6LGWq81sFRikqr5Ftq25FgwNodxG_OiId-oSBfh1SjQxEICOqJO4fiUz2FGnjdOSM5-hRwNqMv6VsRHcu-CRZdoqFChVL4AJ2yufBO4aitV2qpqUmyJ01aWsoNZKtXsFY6qv1xMXGR8vd5ScFRhtU6V9QAyWg36E5y6YFk6cbzNxTS6XGzrvnvmSRIn0qM8HDH1oa8Pzc5FhASHl9HNTYobhQ=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KRuYWzaq6YhNoxm75kacn6dPtslNxbsIU9C0_Diuij8JuFdbPJWyHWdGpI4HCbGJnIaMt60glB_6dl-IrNvdFLKVlYJ7eFaaeFspvXUMOorH8e4SyhgXDodMtvqBVeghk8fEeutTUEze2nFw0Qi8cCW7DrNg7KFOor7f0wYoKVVmI9mDjrSi0A==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KRuYWzaq6YhNoxm75kacn6dPtslNxbsIU9C0_Diuij8JuFdbPJWyHWdGpI4HCbGJnIaMt60glB_6dl-IrNvdFLKVlYJ7eFaaeFspvXUMOorH8e4SyhgXDodMtvqBVeghk8fEeutTUEze2nFw0Qi8cCW7DrNg7KFOor7f0wYoKVVmI9mDjrSi0A==&c=&ch=

ACHIEVA Family Trust:

e Serves as Corporate Trustee for Common Law Trusts, Pooled Trusts and Payback Trusts to
benefit individuals with disabilities.

e Distributes trust funds to increase individuals' quality of life while preserving eligibility for
essential government services.

e Adds case management and social work expertise to the traditional role of corporate trustee.

e Utilizes the expertise of PNC Bank and Capital Group for Investment Management.

VIEW ARCHIVED WEBINARS

| WANT TO WORK BUT | AM AFRAID OF LOSING MY GOVERNMENT BENEFITS
Presenters: Bill Frase, Assistant Director of Community Employment, ACHIEVA,
Joy Smith, Area Manager AHEDD, Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR),
Marci Katona, and Josie Badger, #lWantToWork Campaign Manager

VIEW WEBINAR

TEN THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT SPECIAL EDUCATION
Presenter: Jeff Ruder, Esq., Ruder Law

VIEW WEBINAR

WHAT'S NEW WITH THE OFFICE OF DEVELOMENTAL PROGRAMS (ODP) -
WAIVER RENEWALS FOR THE CONSOLIDATED AND PFDS WAIVERS,

INCLUDING THE NEW SERVICES
Presenter: Kristin Ahrens, Director, Bureau of policy and Quality Management, ODP

VIEW WEBINAR

MANAGED LONG TERM CARE AND WAIVERS

Presenter: Janice Meinert, Paralegal, Pennsylvania Health Law Project

VIEW WEBINAR

HIPAA LAWS AND CONFIDENTIALITY OF MENTAL HEALTH
INFORMATION/MENTAL HEALTH ADVANCED DIRECTIVES

Presenters: Mark Zacharia, Esq,. Associate Counsel, UPMC Corporate Legal Department
Julianne Washington, Esq.

VIEW WEBINAR

TURNING 26?7 HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND HAPPY NEW WORLD OF
HEALTH INSURANCE

Presenters: Sally Jo Snyder and Leslie Bachurski, Consumer Health Coalition
Libby Powers and Susan Saule, CHANGE Children's Hospital

VIEW WEBINAR

EDUCATIONAL TRANSITION PLANNING FOR CHILDREN AGES 14 - 22
Presenters: Dr. Erin Grimm, Allegheny Intermediate Unit, Eric Jankoski, Baldwin Whitehall
School District Transition Coordinator, Mary Hartley, 21 & ABLE, United Way of
Southwestern PA, Sarah Vogel, Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR)


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KRuYWzaq6YhNoxm75kacn6dPtslNxbsIU9C0_Diuij8JuFdbPJWyHZGQwSk1Oidu3tK4KkReDkdxS_ZaDvIIsqywxVamsUqRtl6tRaHVtRHR0Vmb7dZJHJuVKtEtjcqAu2xCkWz3yE-PaXqJSaNa0AZAsaVj1WzJ3RORoOu40zjtaCbzd8AnVHm5Wod16lldHRsQHJez_HmQx5bwwLg2hx7i88ODwE0nb76-mvnvTP4g48i3OKSEw-yVf9cnRvKLQkXw1Lvfd7_qfpJQ17-coye64njH_tLWdS8X0b5GVO9EXWElbbZVGTpye843EOXoY_TnF_9TRTD3NRufB8U1-NsQPz-vzPcuOxgObpLGCko2qeblxrZMQ56kda6UZ1dGmbekhqSKxLsIBPRcPbJqLS32dOxVOFQ5yq1r3Am3A-7UV1C5-n3kjLzRkeB657m3myyFUUZGDv5wKwGqLe6fnPMJktjlcQfkHsWVRhytVJG4NhlF6kbNHy6qp9rdYb8Nsuw8l67M6H8=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KRuYWzaq6YhNoxm75kacn6dPtslNxbsIU9C0_Diuij8JuFdbPJWyHZGQwSk1OiduaILYntb6al4knPyp71IFAjMnsczkcX9YsY6-OcIY7DEQyKlAGzj2AEg25ANJvbr0dsqHgIWWuDnwKdjCbY6f--TbZSc_vKInLTbXEtwfZQd4SVCbT_NR2qw04kZv2pQSGmQFmBl6aHx5jOZ7XnBmm0BsYP4fKH3LCW-psjFpqGn8RPiChL_AbkQV97ZK8N9W6iioPoVUblSnanT2c2aeZGt8_lKBl5oyOVbgJrRBxiluHjKGUQ5-sPK5l-Mogj1kUk3UldKBTBFRm2hSe3E7yAGelFZJwgTa9L2fMuTEXr4EjMey6kR1cLQSrSIZvVf-Gk27XK7PhRHkigZDM5EPDfAPEjdnZ3b72N_3VYPsEBP-324ezi1iDXeJqDaKPIPXbSE1GA_HyHnRP40r-k5kSLtht84Xuzn8_z_DXZoRXOp5yWJXEyjDZbEjcGVc6LnY9TRBvA0aTPM=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KRuYWzaq6YhNoxm75kacn6dPtslNxbsIU9C0_Diuij8JuFdbPJWyHZGQwSk1OiduwRnxcnlkuB1uXxQp6_NHkW1EfxtP0fPcdcwbTaXucYm7-J1nDsE4DuFX87mHGNavgxU43yYzJuqJSP9gCXGZQMG_Y6VF0loGlMzdR69W4fEHFXLNEUvpvrvungbLdCZaiotAQAzaRsmtLZUrfjJJEsmS4fBN21L3jUiZoJWqAk3XkIbP5CRrQecTC4gsDvEBrF3VffGM64a9Fc18HXYanVZRxuE-F3dko1kRX4h_fiLr3fa2o1U7Xq4l6ilZTThbBdfaCRaanbU5CvmaXw0_fdVApy5vwtvmJpvJ1CqDeegq9E07fglD1oDRMQwJBCMfPJuOrDRoKef8ff-cKh0GAK7m9qxBp24JEy-BDwSgp4pI3ci8PbFQYRwCpIhnMxFSO-XjETXUIceZghia05b0pqh7Iq4UnJiy9pvkDfcvGKmVcRnSx0CezBBJkfcPygCZTvKjHa1n5lE=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KRuYWzaq6YhNoxm75kacn6dPtslNxbsIU9C0_Diuij8JuFdbPJWyHdlExQc1qXxJMY1JaUvIpbwfV8jZFt-t1Y-Js05woY-Jytu9KU-dfs1P-l9_1A3mAZJxQ-cK1LgGiSDCeSh8AQnlwyPQvZ6ViyC3v6QvRuHY9wLWxy_tV4Lo_MUVNkc0RPoxWUM33ypw9oRREm8aqJQFi8XoRoS0SGWnTX1SoiJYoR3AuVbkMoegIv6h0DidUwpgDT597_Si&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KRuYWzaq6YhNoxm75kacn6dPtslNxbsIU9C0_Diuij8JuFdbPJWyHd1jUabDyjThbElOZ4HFhIKwU-WFexFJTds86URCC5GHNn4lS6cw1UI7-ftEJnU1AjdjbidcznYzvCnYxXTQT0wYmXSxFOdq5846VKU2K3S0LZ2duH7gR9NO63bTbJb4g2PHUDdTR72eN5MTtORA58tDXPs7_g_kwmjSLjIz1jSwQP1XUgnT6D9OVJP5Jgh0yB2_SiOWIEDT&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KRuYWzaq6YhNoxm75kacn6dPtslNxbsIU9C0_Diuij8JuFdbPJWyHfK3eml3g36eiqX5M_bRhSLzYN9H2aiND8PMfUek4I5F4oLDEiQAPPtWjFgfuWSJMCAQD2TXzTOUQ3C-6MsIl9eWuatiaopKh2yo70uF-NGmN0tED-j_IxKMzIX-yW27BsBgV5RTbobgX3Fm4AgADshVWhzmKt93fu_EBqzwhxJlkQGSzpM7ZNSvBH3_19jU2UDJgVUpAiSC&c=&ch=

VIEW WEBINAR

GUARDIANSHIP & POWERS OF ATTORNEY

Presenters: Heidi Rai Stewart, Esq. and Matthew Lautman, Esq., Houston Harbaugh

VIEW WEBINAR

SSI, SSDI & REPRESENTATIVE PAYEES
Presenter: Elaine Cole, Public Affairs Specialist, Social Security Administration

VIEW WEBINAR

MEDICAID, MAWD, & WAIVERS

Presenter: Erin Guay, Paralegal, Pennsylvania Health Law Project

VIEW WEBINAR

MEDICARE
Presenter: Bill McKendree, Team Leader, APPRISE State Health Insurance Program

VIEW WEBINAR

711 Bingham Street
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15203
(412) 995-5000 x 565

ACHIEVA is an agency that is dedicated to providing the best quality services for
people with disabilities in "celebrating abilities and exceeding expectations."

STAY CONNECTED
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